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DEDICATION

Thisisdedicatedtosoulswhoyearnedforselfrealisationand
attainedit,tosoulswhoyearnforselfrealisationandarefighting
toattainit.



PREFACE

Thisanthologyiscompiledforgrownmindsbutalsosuitablefor
youngmindssearchingforcluesandguidanceforselfrealisation.
Thepoetisablendofyouthandoldaestheticvaluesthereby
givinghim aprivilegetodelveintoknowledgeofoldandfeedthe
youngmindswithit.

Themindiswild,wordscancalm it,thesoulmaybedown,words
canupliftit,thespiritisinvisible,wordscanfindit.



GUIDE

Thisisnotmeantfortoddlerssoobjectivityisnotneeded.This
shouldbeinterpretedsubjectively.Everybodyisentitledtotheir
interpretationsasthepoet’smindishis,soareyours;therefore,
makeupyourowninterpretations.

Ifwhatisserioustomeisfunnytoyou,laughaway!
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NEPA

Billsbillsbills
Onlyyouwillkillme
Nepacannot
Onlyyouwill.
Nepaman,Idareyoutoclimbthatpole
IfSangowillnotstrikeyoudead
Youcanneverexpecttorestafteraharddayofstress
Unlessyouhavean‘Ipassmyneighbour’

Billstoday,billstomorrow
Newextortionpowerauthority
Ifyouwillchargeme
AtleastdoforwhatIusealone
Ifyousellmeat,youshouldnoteatbones
Ifyousellclothes,youshouldnotlooktattered
Butyouknowthereverseisthecase
Andthecaseisthereverse

ForgetIndependence
Forwearestillslavestoourleaders
Whoareentitledtoeverything
Andleavingnothingwhentheyleave
Apartfrom emptycoffers
Andpoorangrymasseslivingindarkness

Sotheymadesolarstreets
Iletoutalaugh
Sadlaughterfrom myunwashedteeth
Apoorman’swordsalwayssmell
Whowillbailusout?
Seehowtheyareshowingoff
Yes
Theysaytheyhavebrainwashedus

Yes
Theyhavebrainwashedus

Nepaman,Idareyoutocutthosewires
IfSanponawillnotstrikeyoudown
WhenhaveIseenlight?



YAHOOYAHOO

Yes,Iam geeboy
Givemeaninfo
‘infodeyo’
‘logindeyo’
‘localbankdeyo’
‘yankeebankdeyo’
‘verifiedcashappisavailableo’
‘shooterdeyhereo’

Youwillnotseetherealcriminalspostsuch
Onlyemptybarrelsmakenoise
Therealcriminalsbreakbreadsilently
Theysay‘realgeesmoveinsilence’

Cometothinkofit
Arethewhitesdumb?
Maybetheyfallinloveeasily
Ormaybeitisnotjustyahooyahoo
Ibelieveitisbrainwork
Orjujuwork
Orboth
Butwhygotosuchextentfortheloveofmoney?
Sacrificetoday
Soapbathingtomorrow
Candlestoday
Babalawotomorrow

Seemydreads
Evenmylatestiphone
Theycanbuyyou
SeemyBenz
Evenmygirls
Youcanttrythem

Inshort
Oneboyranmadalongtheexpress
Anotheronevomitingblood
AnotherScreamingattheunseen
RegularcustomersforSARS
Arresttoday
Harassmenttomorrow



Attheend
Onemakesmoney
Anothercollectsit
RobbingPetertopayPaulistheorderoftheday

LikeFalz
WelcometoNigeria
Everybodyisacriminal
Boththeleaderandtheled



WASOWASO

Aforcethatisnotforceful
Awatchmanbeingrobbed
Putastrongmaninchargeofyourbarn
Andhewillcolludewithpilfererstoraidit
weareallcitizenssotheysay
Bothcriminalsandprotectors
Ifweareyourfriends,
Thenwhatarewefriendsfor?

IfIcannottipyouoff
SoyoucanticklemewithwadsofNaira
Ortakeacutback
From yournightofraid
Thenwhatarewefriendsfor?
ThenIam yourenemy.
Butasyoucansee
Weareallfriendshere

Theonlydifferenceistheuniform
Ifyourobinbroaddaylight
AndIdothesameonthehighways
Aren’twejustinthesamebusiness?
Youcanrobcriminalsalike
Kindlyleaveinnocentcitizensinpeace
Ifyourunindanger
don’tcomebacktoextortinstyle.

Deliveries!
Straighttoyourbosses
Ihearyouhavedailytargets
Isittrue?
Ifitis
Thenweareallmarketers
Sinceeverybodyissellingsomething
You,securityorlamba!

Bailisfree
Isitnow?
Evenifitis
Youwillpayforpaperandpen
SayhellotoOfficerWoske



Atleasthecannotbeshoutinginvain
Orletyougowithoutaskingyouforyourparticulars
‘wetindeyyourbooth’
‘yourheadlightnodeywork’
‘yourhorntooloud’
Samemindset
Regardlessofgeneration
Paymentsstartfrom waso
From wasoupwards
Dependingontheoffence
Ofroadplayers



IPASSMYNEIGHBOUR

Afterseveralmonthsofpurchase
Fumeseverywhere
Itsrattlingnoiseintimidatingourears
Ourneighboursmustbemad
Wedon’tevenpayattention
Our21inchestelevisionsetissteadyworking
Whywouldyouevenmind
YemiandShadearealsowatchingwithus
Imusttellmybrother
Kindlygotiltthemeanmachine
Letsconservethefuel
Orslightlyshutthefuelnuzzle
Thatway
Wecanuseforlongertime

Ipassmyneighbour
Alittlecomfortthatmakesahugedifference
Somemornings
Neighboursgreet
Slightlysendingalittledigaboutlastnight’snoise
Theymaynotraisetheirvoices
Becauseatleasttheyarechargingtheirphones
Orrecharchablesolarlamps
Whyshouldtheymind?
IwouldntifIwerethem

Benddown
Grabtheplasticholder
Pull
Grrrrrrgrrrrrr!!!upIpassmyneighbour.



BORROW BORROW

Mebomebo
Borrowborrownationoftheworld
Theycantstop
Thewontstop

Thewholenationisplungedindebt
Thenationthatneverstopsborrowing
Theworldthatkeepslending
Theagonyisneverending

Billionstoday
Trillionstomorrow
Butwestillneedmore
Pouringmoneyintomeaninglesspursuits

Ifanationplungesherpeopleintodebts
Oneexpectsdevelopments
Butnoneinsight
Pleasewhatanimalisaccusedagain?

Okayletsgoforanothertwobilliondollars
Thistimeweuseitforfarming
Alongtheway
Anantelopewillcomeandeatthemoney

Anantelopebuildingamulti-billionairamansioninhisvillage
Oroneaddingtohisfleetofcars
Attheendwhenappropriationisdone
Onlyonepercentdevelopmentisrecorded

Shallwegoforanotherloan?
Thistimeforeducation
Payeducatorswell
Orcontinuethesametradition?

Meeeh!Educatorsaregood
Becausetomorrow
Asnakewilldotheswallowing
Andwecontinuepromisingeverybodyabetterlife.

Shallwegoforanotherloan?



OLOSHO

Runsgirl
Cashmadam
Moneyforhand
Backforground
Howmuchperhour?
Tilldaybreaknko?

Ogapaymymoneyfirst
Shesays
Abiyougolikedrinkfirst?
‘allnajoin’
Chasinggold
Andsellingawayvirtues
Bleachedskin
Glamorousappearance
Alookwillarouseyou.

Wherethenisvirtue?
SoIask
Theymustbelongtoaschool
Aschoolwherefeelingsaremurdered
Theonlythingtheyfeelforismoney
Moneymakesthem smile
Notlove
Ifnotmoney,nothingelse.

IfIseeyou
AndIcantpaytohaveyouinbed
Foranhourorforanight
Whatsthepurposeofmoney?
Ifyouseeme
Andyoucantpaytohavemeinbed
Forandhourorforanight
Whatsthepurposeofmoney?
Manandwomanalike
Everythingamansees
Hewantstograborbed
Ifyoucanttakeyoureyesoff,pay

Iwilloblige
Obligeyoufun



Andmanythingsthatfollow
Butyouareonyourown
Whateveryoucontact
Thesyphilisisyourstokeep
Orstaphylococcus
Wedonothideit
Butyoumaynotseeit

Wegeneratefun,sellyourelaxation
Andalsospreadmore
Socomeandbitemorethanyoucanchew
Comeandharvestmorethanyouhaveplanted
Butyouwillstillpay
Thefeeisbiggerthantheprize

Whataboutcodedonesroamingthestreets?
Orthebeautifulsistersinthechurches?
Orthenicelookinggirlsoncampuses
Spreadinglegsandgettingpaidforit
Afterallwhenyoucleanup
‘enodeyshowforface’
Campusgirlsinthemorning
Sexworkersatnight
GoodgirlsonSunday
Runsgirlsafter
Spreadlove,notlegs

Spreadlove,notdiseases.



OKADA

Youhavenotseenanything
Fourpeopleonitisnothing
Ihaveseenfivegrownmen
Ihaveseensixlittlechildren
Killthehorse
Breakit

Okadamanwhereisthyhelmet?
Itisanokada
Notapowerbike
Whyriskyourlive?
Youdonotpityyourbones
Oncebittentwiceshy
Sotheysay
Buttheseonesneverlisten
Brokenbonesafterbrokenbones
Aslongastheokadafallnevertakestheirlives
Whenwegetbetter,
Werideagain.

Amangrabbedhisokada
Circledroundskillfully
Everybodyhailed
Diditagain,andagain,andagain
Everytimeeverybodyhailed
Then,heslipped,fallingdangerously
Theneverybodylaughedandleft
Onlytwofriendshelpedhim getup
From theblood-paintedground
Weheardhesworetonevertouchhisbikeagain
Afterhiswoundshealed
Hejumpedonandrodedangerouslyagain.



AMALA

Howdoyoulikeyours?
White?
Black?
Brown?
Withwhat?
don’tletusstart.
Thelistisendless
Foreverrepresentingaculture
Assomeisforothercultures
Thisisours
ThegloryofYorubaland
Juststirit
Stiritproperly
Makeitsoft
Assoftassilk
Idon’twantitwatered
Noflourinit
Idonotwant‘koko’

Amalaistraditional
Embellishitwithitschieftancycap
Puttheroyalbeadsonit
Beadsonitsleftandrighthands
Whatabouttheroyalshoes?
Orthehonorarystaff?
Givetoit
Letitholdit
ForeverlovedbytheYorubas
Othersadoreittoo,foreignersinclusive

Whereisthystingohunger?
Whereisthypower?
Foryouhavebeenconquered
Conqueredbythissoftamala
Nowmybellyisprotruding
Allthecontoursfilledwithamalamorsels
Mybeltisunbuckled
Asignofrest.



AKUBE

Moneysaver
Hopegiver
Benddownselect
‘bosikorokoyewo’

Moneysaver,yes
Hopegiver,yes
‘bosikorokoyewo’,oldskool
Thereisnosuchthingasthatanymore
Hangingonwalls,inkiosksandhaphazardlydisplayedinshops
Youseethem everywhere
Bothboyandgirlstryingthem on
‘ha!Oga,howmuchforthisone?’
Anothersays
‘thisonefitmewell,makeIlookforanotherone’

Noshame
Nohassles
Noworries
Buy,wash,spreadandputon
Somedon’tevenmindthesmell
Itsauniquesmell
Asmellcustomisedforit
‘Akubegetclasso,
ThisonenagradeAokirika’
Juststarcham
‘egostandwellwell’

MeetmeinYabaorDugbeAlawo
I’llbeshoppingforChristmas
‘Mymatesmustnotdopassme’
Tenthousandnairatospicethingsup
IfIam inlucktheycanlastforanothersixmonths
Orfadeoffinnotimeatall
Somebodyboughtapairoftrousers
Agutterexposedhim
Ashestretchedhislegstocross
Pfuuuuuuuu
thepairtorewherethelegsmet



AFRICANTIME

ItsanAfricanthing
NigerianImean.
Ifaneventis12noon
Wewillsayitis10am
Evenatthat
Peoplewillstillcomeat2pm

placestheyareneverlateto:
Receptions.

Wakianddie
Wearealwaysontimetoparties
Butnevertobusinesses
Orappointments

Soweknowwewillnotgetthereontime
Bothofuswilljustwait
Orwasteourpreciousmoments
Whileweexpecttheothertogettheirfirst

Iam inbed
ButIwillstilltellyouim almostthere
Sinceyouarealsonotthereyet
Butyousayyouaretherewaiting
‘okgivemefiveminutes’yousay
Afterfiveminutes,anotherfiveminutes
Thenanotherfiveminutes
Tillfiveminutesturntoonehour
ButI’m stillwaiting
Andthenyoushowup
Sayingitwasaholdup
‘goslow’wecallit
Youcanimagineitsreflectionsonsociety
Everybodybecomesslowandlate
Economybecomesslowandbad
Justbecausepeoplewillnotshowupontime

Imaginethediscomfortamotherfeels
Whenababyshouldbebornatninemonths
Butisnot
Howdoesitfeel?



Keeptotime
Foreverythingtimeisapportioned.



BREADANDAKARA

Nigerianburger
Savingussincedayone
Burgerkingyousay?
DidIhearyousaywhataburger?

Nothingbeatsthis
Adayoldbread
Partedlikeabook
Embellishedwithcarefullyarrangedballsofakara
Everybitefillsyourmouth
Anutritionaljourneyfrom thefirsttotheend
Amealyourbellycanneverreject

Getalotofwatercloseby
Theonlyeffectisthirst
Andwhenyouquenchthis
Yourbellyisfullagain
Thirstcomesagain
Hereiswater,takeit

Workwithyourbellyfull
Oramomentofrestwillleadtosomethingelse
Closeyoureyesmomentarily
Andwaketwohourslater
Tworesponsestoabellybubblingwithbreadandakara
Sleep
Work.

Bricklayers’favorite
Strengthened
Asthegoaboutwiththeir‘poun-poun’
Nevermindingtheheat
Justlabouringonandon
‘pafun’tofillthebelly
‘akara’tobalanceit.



AGBADA

Showmeopulence
Letushaveaglanceathiswardrobe
Youwillfindone,twoormore

Ancientbeauty
Bornandestablishedasasignofroyalty
Nowondereverybodystrivestohaveoneatleast
Findleathershoestomatch
Numerouscapsfit
Abetiajasitswellonit
Awolowotoocan‘dengepose’
Anycapwilldoreally

Knownwiththerichinancienttimes
Noweverybodycanaffordone
SWhetheryoursistheclassicasooke
Ortheinvogueankaara
Linen
Orlace,
Dostarchit
Starchmakesitproud
Thencarefullypress
Letthecontoursshowtheirpride
Itsatraditionalthing
From ancienthistorytomodernfashion
Nowtokillitoff
Adornyourneckwithbeads
Wristswiththem also
Letyourwalkingstickbegentlewhenittouchestheground
Fortherichdonotwalkanyhow

Today’sfashionisfunny
Notanyhow
Butwithintent
Anintenttorevolutionise
Differentstyleswillcallyourattention
AndItellyou
Theyarenotyourregularagbadas
Owambepartiesaredelightsfortheeyes
Stylessaying‘kamikamikami’



Ifyouarenotcareful
Youwillforgetyouputoneon
Butwhatismutualrespect
Ifyoucannotloveyours
Andstillappreciatetheother?



GOVERNMENTJOBS

Ilovethem
Ihatethem

Gotowork
Sit
Eat
Gossip
Signout

YesIlovegovernmentjobs
Iknowwehavetopaysometimestogetin
Evensacrificeafewmonthssalariestomiddlemen
Customs
Civildefence
Allofthem
Ifyoudonotnowhavemoney,
Knowsomebody
Thesomebodyyouknowmaynotbeadirectsource
Thatsomebodyknowsanothersomebody
Thenwehavealistofsomebodies
Whoalsoknowtheirownsomebodies
Andtheconnectiongoesonandon

Youmaynotevengotowork
Ordoanythingserious
Andyouwillstillgetyourpay
Ghostworkers’union

Talkabouthistory
Nobodycaneverdenyenjoyingthegovernment
Sustainingthenationor
Embezzlingthenation

Youdonothavetobealawmaker
OrliveinsideAsoRock
Tosustainorembezzlethenation
Sofaryouworkforthegovernment
Youcan;
Wherever

Governmentjobs



Ilovethem
Ihatethem

Gotowork
Work
Work
Work
Retire.

Yoursalaryisassured
Onlywithacap
Thenextstepalsocomeswithacap
Everysteptillretirementisacap

Levelthis
Levelthat
Onlyifallworkersarepaidequallywell
Notlessforteachers
Notmoreformedicalpractitioners
Aslongasyouareeducated

Andyouareworkingforthegovernment
Canweremovethediscriminationpolicy?
Whereonegroupgetsless
Andtheothermore

Governmentjobs
Ilovethem
Ihatethem



PRIVATESCHOOLS

Everybodywantsone
Whetheraroom ormassive
Villageortown
Everyoneisinternational
Oneisbythecornerofafillingstation
Justtworooms
Thenamehasinternationalinit
Everybodywantsone

Ifyouaregood
Youcantakethreesubjects
Withthesamepay
Orevenlesspay
Withanother
Whotakesonesubject
Butsmarter
Andmoreeloquent

Ownerswanttouse
Andreuse
Recycle
Touse
Andreuse
Untilyou'reuselesstoyourself
Eventuallydoingnothingforyourself
Anddreamsgotowaste

Promisesofabetterlife
Flauntedrightinyourface
Whiletheyenjoythelifetheypromise
Butyou?
Yes,youkeepwaiting
Waitingandworking
Andtheygiveyoumorework
Moreresponsibilities
Whichyougladlyaccept

Aleaderwasonceaservant
Theysay
Butaservantmustknow
Hemustknowwhentobecomealeader



Serveifyoumust
DonotserveyourlifeawayItellyou
Workhard,foritpays
Onlyyoushouldnotworkhardaway

Theywillflauntyouthegoodlife
Learntocreateyours
Iftheygiveyoufishforawhile
Aftersometime
Learntofishbyyourself
Whetherwithahook,
Anet
Orevenwithyourbarehands.



FORESTOFBLOOD

Wedidnotwakeupofourownwill
Wedidnotimagineit
Itwasanexplosion
Claiminglivesandrenderingushomeless
Atfirstitwasarumour
Theysaidtheywerepresentintown
Wedisbelieved
Weheardtheyterrorised
Butnothere
Maybeinthebushes
Theywrestledwithownersoffarms
Killedfathers
Kidnappeddaughtersandrapedthem
Butnothere
Maybeinsomeotherplaces

Itwasanearthquake
Structuresmeltinglikeheatedbutter
Onlyitwasasoresight
Andweweretoodefenseless,nofight
Theycameintroopfrom Sambisaforest
Whennoonewasawake
Completelyabsentfrom ourvicinity
Nowforcefullysentbacktoourvicinity

Itwasafterabang
Abangthatshatteredbones
Misplacedflesh
Anddripplingblood
IhadmyeyessoIsawwell
Mytwolegstrappedinthedebris
Thepainwasnotlikechildbirth
Noitwasnot

Theysaypurification
Butbyviolence?
NowonderNigeriaranksthird
Whykillinnocentyoungandold?
Ifyoumust
Wegiveyouourcorruptleaders
Youknowwheretheyare



Younegotiatedailywiththem
Leaveusout
Letuseatourokroandgarriinpeace

Forestofblood
Ruthlessgods
Mercyislost
Nolove.



ONITSHAMARKET

Whatisyourmission?
Whereareyouheaded?
Areyoulost?
Buyingorselling?

OnitshaMarket
Talkaboutherage
Nodoubtoneoftheoldestmothers
Mothersdailyfeedingthenation
Atouristsiteonherown
Aplaceofexchange
Aplaceofunion
Aunionoflocalandinternational
Talkaboutforeignexchange
Orthesheervolumeofgoodsdailysentround
Domeafavour
RemoveOnitshaMarketfrom ourlives
Thenyouknowwhatalossis
ToutedasthetradegiantofWestAfrica
Whywontitbe?
Imaginetheweightofdailytransactions
Oryearlyimportsrakingupto200tonnes
Whataboutexports?

Reveredformanagement
Lovedforvarieties
Patronisedforquality
Sustainedthroughinvestments

Notaplaceforthefeebleminded
Howdoyoufeelifyoudon’tsellinaweek?
Trulyyourneighbourdoes
Andyouevenreferhim customers
Allinthespiritoftradesmanship
Becausehewoulddothesame

Patienceisthenameofthegame
Waitingwhileyourgoodssail
Dayindayoutyouwait
Andsmileshuggingyourmouthastheyarrive



Sothisoneisanewbie
Abuyerforthefirsttime?
Clutchyourpurse
oryoumayleavewithtearyeyes.



COMPUTERVILLAGE

Aboywenttobuyaniphone
Itwascheap
Theytoldhim toquicklygohomewithit
Nopoweronit
Hechargedandturnedon
Theapplewasbadlybitten

Apastorwaspreaching
Justbyacorner
Amasqueradewasdancing
Bothprophetshadtheirowncongregations

Computervillage
Aplaceofbusiness
Sight
Andthugs

AcclaimedastheIThubofNigeria
Gladlyrivalingsomeofthebiggestcommercialspots
LikeOnitshaMarket
Patienceisthegame’sname
Smartnessisparamount
BecauseIwillnotinthenameoftradesmanship
Passyoumyowncustomers

Todaysomebodywillgotherefortokunbophones
Orlaptops
Oranotherpersonisclearing
Tokunboandnew
Allmixed
Whateveryoucanafford
don’ttakemymoneyelsewhere
EvenifIdon’thave
Illtakeyoutomynextstore
Storeseverywhere
Nnawaithere
Oryouwanttofollowme?
Comefeedyoureyes
Itisstillourstore
Youshouldgiveittothem
Igbosareforbusiness



Learnfrom them
ComputerVillagelikeLagosBusinessSchool
Whetheryouarebuyingorselling
Letyourbrainbeawake
Lestyouclosethedaywithregrets
Lessonlearntorprofitmade?



INDEPENDENCE

Independencemyfoot!
Nobodyisfree
Nothingisfree
Freedom from somethingisbondagetoanother
Independencemyfoot
Youarenotfree
Iam notfree
Weareallindependent

Theysaysince1960
ButforgetthatIsay
Sincetimeimmemorial
Manhasbeenaslavetosomething
Theweaktothestrong
Thepoortotherich
Theordinarytothesuper-ordinary
Slavesweallare

Whatdowecelebrate?
Isitpeace?
Abundance?
Orage?
Whatthenisageifthereisnothingtoshowforit?
Whatthenispeaceifyouarestarving?
Whatthenisabundanceifthereisnopeace?

Sowhatdowecelebrate?
Nothing
Independencemyfoot
Anyway,manyhappyreturns
Lettheusualsuspectscontinuetheiraimlessparades
Paradesofshameandunderachievement
Makeeverybodysunbatheroutinely
Butweknowitmeansnothing,justashow

Independencemyfoot
Thereisnofreedom
Showmethefreesthere
Hewillstillbeaslavesomewhereelse
don’tthinkalliswell
Forgetthenewstheycookforyou



Orthepaperstheydesign
Everythingismediatalk

Yearinyearout
Theshowofshamecontinues
Growingsteadilylikeevilseeds
Andtheyencouragethedevil’sdeeds
Withouthopegiven
Bythemassesnonetaken
Wehaveleftyoutoyourdoom
Andcelebrationofunderparrulership

Independencemyfoot
Nobodycares
Nobodyevenpaysattentionanymore
Thankyoufortheholiday
Wewillstayathome
Wewillplaygames
Orwatchcomedies
Fortomorrowwewillforgetthattodayisindependence.



NOLLYWOOD

Theirgrammarswillnotkillme
Improvingdaybydaythough
Asyoucansee
Wearealljustenjoyingit
Ifthemoviesarenotbreathtaking
Thesubtitleswillbefunny
Soyoucannotreallywasteyourmoney
Orwasteyourtimewatching
OnlyHollywoodandBollywoodrivalit
IthinkweshouldgiveKudos
Webegfortwists
Oratleastproperendings

Letusrespecttheveterans
Theforefathersofmoviemaking
Whohavemadethemselvespresentineveryhousehold
Weknowtheirnames
Weevenputontheircharacters
Asweimagineourselvesintheirroles

Whataboutthenewbies
Thenewageacts
Thrillinguswithmindblowingreasoning
Outoftheboxscripting
Soonesayshedoesn'tbelieveinthis
Anothersayshedoesn'tbelieveinthat
Butwhentheybothdecidetodotheirs
Theybothhavetheirlovers

Botholdandnew
Bothimaginedandreal
Bothabsurdandsensible
Bothaccurateandinaccurate
Whateveryouhavechosentodo
Whateveryouhavedecidedtoseeonthepicture
Whicheversideyouareclaiming

Becreativewithit.



JOLLOF

Whichversiondoyouenjoy?
TheNigerianorGhananian?
Letthedebatebegin
Letustalkorfightitout
Twitterisbombarded
Warbetweentwofriendlycountries
Missilesloaded
Targeted
Launched.

Explosion
Harm done
Defencesdown
Actionrequired:Manyourposition
Order:Retaliate
Manner:OperationHitandEmbarrass
Targetlocked
MissilesLaunched.

Funnythatwewouldfightoversimplejollof
Andignoreseriousissues
Hoursofdebateandheatedexchanges
Overwhohasthebestjollof
Isn'tthatwhattheywant?
Togetusdistracted
Whiletheyarebusydoingnothing
Orpretendtosaveusall

Weknowjollofisforspecialoccasions
Fluffypartypride
Numberoneanypartymenu
Thenmorselscanfollow
Apartywithoutjollof?
Countmeout
don’teventellmeaboutit
WhywouldIdressthisniceandnoteatjollof?



SUNDAYMORMING

Itisacalamity
Ahappycalamityyousay
From afewkilometerstotheircamps
Youcanseesubjectsordevotees
Troupinginandoutofsuchvenues
Worshipcentres?
Concentrationcamps?
Everythingisdependentonmissions

Sundaymorninghereislikeashow
Ashowofcolors
Aparadeofclothes
Asolasanlari
,Clothessendingmessages
Robbingusofhumblehearts

Isitonmyporch
Iseepeople
Theysaytheyareworshippers
ButIsaysubjects
Runningaftergodstheydonotknow
Thebrainwashingistoomuchdownhere
Thatishowtheyfeeduponsouls
Naivesoulswhodon’tknowwhotheyare
Intheendtheylosealltheyworkfor
Theirpastor’sgain

Churcheldershavenochangeofhearts
Onlychangeoftitles
Pastorsdonothavemorespiritualblessings
Onlymoretitles
Hissuperiorbishop
Superintendentmajestyandlordbishop
Funnynames
Atthegatesofheaven,
Youknoweverythingisdropped



DPDORNAC?

Differentnameswehear
Differentcolourswesee
Differentflagstheyraise
Differentsloganstheyuse
letthenamesbearerstaketheirnames
Letthem weartheircolours
Bythemselvesraisetheirflags
Withtheirownmouthssingtheirslogans

Differentday
Samefeces
Recyclingideologiesforthesamesolepurpose
Camouflagingwithagbada
Butwithageneral’smentality
Orpreachingequalityandeconomicstability
Andthroughindividualgainssabotagingit
IfIhaveheadache
CantIgotoEuropefortreatment?

TodayIam DPD
TomorrowNAC
Whicheverpartyhasmyaccommodation
Butweknowourselves
Thatcliqueorthis
don’tweallhavewhereweunite
Wecanfightonmedia
Anduniteatfinances

Mouthspinned
Handscuffed
Legschained
Onlyeyeswideopen
Thosewhoshouldbeinpowerhavenopower
Thoseinpowermisusetheirauthority
Itisthecaseofcapandnohead
Headandnocap

Politicalbusinessisafamilybusiness
Greedyoneshangingtheirfamilyportraits
hangingthem onthewallsofthenation’spoliticalhistory
Andyearsafteryears,morefamilymembershangtheirs



Arewenotallblind?
don’tweseewherethisleads?
Nowhere!
Thosewhothoughtitledsomewheredidn'tgetanywhere
Butwesaywearemovingforward
Wesaythispartyisbetterthantheprevious
Whenoneisn'tseparatefrom theother

Idon’tcareaboutadults
Theyhavelivedtheirlives
Mypenisscribbledfortheyouth
Ifyoumustwasteyourlife
Wasteitgainfully
Notforpoliticalswhosechildrenareabroad
Ormanagingmultinationalinvestments
Whileyourotawayincellsoronstreetsafterbeingused



OFFICIALAMBULANCE

Whatsthenoisefor?
Waowwaowwaow
Thatisallwehear
Allthetime
Whethertrafficjam
Butgoslowwecallit
Orfreeroad
Itisalwayswaowwaowwaow

Ordinarylocalgovernmentchairman
Same
Richmaninthesociety
Same
Clerics
Same
Theonlytimethecommonmangetsit
Isduringtransitiontotheetrnal

Buteveryonegetsitthen
Soitisalevelleratdeath
Equalingthescoresforeverybody
Butaseparatorinlife
Clearingoffthecommonmanfrom thecream delacream
Cream delacream myfoot
Enjoyitwhileyoulive
Webothgetitwhenwedie

Aswetransit
Anotherrealm welcomes
Anotherworldnotknownbutspokenof
Thatiswhereallquestionsareaskedofus
Theysayyouneverneedtoanswer
Asyourwretchedsoulisclaimed
Oryourwretchedsoulisclaimed
One’swretchednessstarts
Whiletheotheristransformed

Waowwaowwaow
Letthenoisecontinue
Wewillobligeyouway
Doyouneedourscarvesascarpets?



Orourbloodtopaintthetownred?
Whileyouinstarchedagbada
Sitatthebackofthegovernmentcar

Wewouldsayletthenoisedeafenyou
Butthatwouldbeacurse
Andwedonotwantthat
Soenjoythenoise
Letthemelodicrhythm ofthenoisescintillateyourears
Letthem calm yourfears
Youarestillinpower
Butforhowlong?



ATM

Queuelongerthanusual
Theysaid3machinesbrokedown
Onlyonewasvomitingcash
Asusualpeoplewouldusetillitvomiteditslungs
Butitwasimpossibleforsuch
LasLastheywouldallgobackdisappointed 
Somebeggedtogetintothebank
Anorderrestrictedthem
Peasantswithdrawinglessthan 100kshouldstayaway
Onlybigspenderswerewelcomeinthearena
Babiesclungtotheirmothers
Mothersrarelyminding 
Drinkssellersfoundanopportunity 
Movingthroughthescatteredcrowd
Voicesdistinguished 
'Coldminerals,coldpurewater'
Thesweatonthebottleslikethesweatonthepeople'sfaces
Dripping,onealluring
Theotherasignoffatigue 

Hoursgoneby
Thenarayofhope
Beepbeep
Oneofthedeadmachinescamebacktolife
Peoplerushedtoit
Pushingoneanotheroutoftheway
Thenformingaclumsyline
Thefirstuserfedthemachine hiscard
Punchedhispin
Ashewaswaitingfordispensal 
Beepbeep
Themachinewentoffwithhiscardinitsbelly

Laslaspagawouldbailthem out
Ifyoulivedinacountrywhereeverynairacounted
Thenpagamoneyisworthsavingsomewhere
Whataday!
.
Afewknuckleheadedstayedbehind
Therestdispersed 
Disappointmentlingeredontheirfaces



Astheylookedforwheretousepaga.



NATIONALCAKE

Privateproperty
Bakedbyall
Forall
Knivesandaxes
Shovelsandbulldozers
Astheycutintopieceswhat’sforeverybody

Yes,theydie

Andtheykill
Whilewealllook
Helpless!
Astheyshareourpublicproperty

Whoevermusteatwiththedevil
Musthavealongerspoon
Longlegseverywhere
Customs,acommonmancannotgetinto
CivilDefence,wahala!
Immigration,forgetit!
Youwouldneedletters
Orpaypeoplewhoarein
Sotheysay!

Nationalcake
Privateproperty
Ifweareapeople
Andwehavechosenapeople
Andifthepeopleareenjoyingwhatsforthepeople
Mustwecomplain?
Oropenourbigmouthstocry?
Isn'tthatwhatwedo?
Putpeopleinpower
Sotheycanenjoyonourbehalf

Nationalcake
Privateproperty
Whatabouttaxesthatwepay?
Butyouenjoyinreturnsoyousay
Butwewait
Forthemerrimenttoreachus



Ourfatherswaited
Tilltheypassedawaywithpatience
Nowitisthesame
Justlikeitwas
Wearewaitingtoo
Forapieceofthecaketoreachus

Nationalcake
Privateproperty!



NATIONBUILDING

Aforapple
Then20minutesplay
Bforbread
Thentheendoftheclass
Fortherestoftheday
Wecandowhatwelike

Grammarismurderedinbroaddaylight
Thunderechoingthroughandthrough
Weallshook
WethoughtitwasSangovexing
Bloodeverywhere
Grammarinagony
Corpershun!
Corpershunoflife

Educatedindeed
Howdidyouevengetout?
Youshouldhavebeenlockedintheschool
Oranintensivelearningward
Whereyourbrainisformatted
Andknowledgeinstalled
Howdoyoudefendyourself?
Nodefense,soyousay
Itiswhatitis
JustletmeteachwhatIcan
Ignoremyuniversitycertificate
LetmeteachwhatIcan

Ifeverybodybethis
Thenournationisdoomed
Disasterlooms
Andthefutureisindoubt
Ourschoolsystem afraud
Whereeverybodygoesandleaves
Withoutmindsbeingretrained
Butonlytargetingcertificates
Ordinarypapers!

Whatabouttheminds?
Whataboutselfdevelopment?



Whataboutnationbuilding?
Ifthecaseistheuneducatedrulingtheeducated
Thenwedon’thavemuchtosay
Youthyearningtocontribute
Theynevergetthechance
Eitheryouareputthere
Oryoupaytheprice
Thosewhogetputtheremisuseit
Thosewhopaythepricepersonaliseit
Youseewhatnationbuildingis?



THEROADNOTTAKEN

Therewasthisuntarredroad
Icouldseeitfrom adistance
Itwasasloppysteep
Astream wasinthemiddle
Onlypeopleofthecommunityusedthesloppysteep
Rarelyusedbyoutsiders

Therewasanother
Bushier
Footstepshadnoimprints
Itwasaroadbuthardlynoticed
Whetherbyinsidersoroutsiders
Itwastheroadnottaken

Alittleboywassentanerrand
Anerrandofhonour
Manyroadsbutonlyheknewwherehewanted
Awisemanoncetoldhim wheretheroadled
Thelittleboytrusted
Hetreadedontheroadnottaken
Andarrivedbytheroadnottaken.



EARLYINTHEMORNING

Mythoughtsrisewithme
From thepreviousnight’sdiscussions
Wegotobedtogether
Theyareevencloser
WhenIriseinthemorning
Itissometimessadness
Orhappiness
Sometimesamixtureofboth

Canyouimagine?
Wakinguphappy
Thenlifebringsyouacup
Acupoftribulations
Andyouhavingnochoice
Takeitanddrink
Nowyourfeelingsaremixed
Whatyouarenotthinking
Orwakeupwith
Isnowdisgracingyourearlymorningplans

Somegobacktobed
Thinkingitisbadomen
SomepraytotheirGod
Somejusttakeitasitis

Talkaboutcopingmechanism
Myneighbourschoosetodrink
Smoke
Orsimplyplayludo
Butme
Iam havingadiscussionwithmymind
Withmyheartalsoinattendance
Whenwecannotfindanyreasonableending
igrabmytool
Iletmyhandsdotheending



PAGA

Whereismymoney?
Youswallowedmycard
Atemymoney
Nowyoudon’twanttovomitit
Ineedtodipmyhandinyourthroat
Ifthatiswhatittakes
Orputmylegsinthesameshoes
Withthepagaowner.



THENIGHTITRAINED

Thisnightitrained
Windsneverblew
Theraincamedownunannounced
Wecouldnotsayitwasunwanted
Orwanted
Itwasoneofthosenights
Whennobodycaredaboutwhatever
Ohsoitsraining
Onepersonsaid
Anotherinstructedayoungertogolockthewindows
Windowslocked
Thenthunderstruck
Mimickingrapturesounds
Thechildrensquirmed
Runningtowardsgrandmaforsafety
Itwasn'taconcernofmine
AllIwantedtodowaseatmymoinmoin
JustwhenIwasaboutenjoyingit
Thunderstruckagain
Thistimelouder
Sendingdeafeningnoisethroughthelivingroom
Theroom shook
Thelittlegirlbesidemeclungtome
Knockingoffmymoinmoinplate
Themoinmoinlayingnakedonthefloor
AlasIresignedtodrinkingmygarrionly
Untilgrandmablessedmewithfriedfish
Thesadthoughtofthemoinmoinvanished
Replacedwithisthesmelloftastyfriedfish
Westarteddozing
Thelittleonesstretchedonthemat
TwohourslaterIcompletedmypoem fortheday.



FORTHESAKEOFLOVE

Forthesakeoflove
Wedieeveryday
Thingsweoverbear
Thingsweoverdo
Theykillusslowly
Speedilywefallinlove
Thenslowlywakingfrom illusionsoflove
Createdbydesiresotherthanlove
Butwesayweareinlove
Whenweshouldgrowinit
Weareconsumedrather
Consumedbytheburdensofbeinginit

Doesitreallycostnothing?



MORETHANCOLOURS

Morethancolours
Justlikekeys
Wearemorethancolours
Weonlyseecolours
Wesayblackorwhite
Evenkeysneedmorethantheircolourgroup
Asthenextkeymaynotbeyourcolour
Iam black
Ineedwhitekeys
Youarewhite
Youneedblackkeys
CanIplaywithoutactuallyusingakeydifferentfrom mycolour
type?
Soletusallsticktooursides
Soyousee?
Whataboringworldwewouldcreate
Putalittlesaltinthissugar
Feeltheflavour
Becomessomethingnew
Aworldofneither
Neo-creationofboth

Adeeperlookthenseparationisshamed
Logicnotneeded
Sophisticationisembarrassed
Whataboutsuperiority?
Defeated.



EDUCATEDTOUT

EducatedOmoIta
Callmewhatyouwant
Kolohead
Areaboy
Localboy
Allthesedon’tdefineme
Theydon’tevenrecogniseme
ButIknowmyself
Deepdownweknowwhatweallare
Evenifthesocietybreaksusdown
Orlimitsustoacorner
Orlocksusintoabox
Justtoenforcethesamementality
Amentalityofprotectingandupliftingit
Contributingyoursweattothedevelopmentofafew
Buttheypayyou

Verywell
Tobreakoutyouneedmadness
Rascality
Packagedandpresentedsensibly
Youmayusewordsscribbledbyhands
Trainedbyexposedandstrongmind
Courage
Faith
Radicality
Mustallbeinyoursack
Forwhataswordcannotachieve
Awordcan

Yourwords,yourweapon
Howyouwieldisuptoyou
Letbloodcry
Andtearsspeak
Yourwordsareyours
Usethem wisely
Ifyoumustfight
Fight!
Forifyoumust,beaneducatedfighter
Whatifyouareeducatedalone?
Oranagberoalone?



Nowyouseeit?
Again,whatifyouarenotjusteducated?
Butaneducatedomoita?
Oh,nowyouseeit?



SWEATANDBLOOD

Mysweatandmyblood
Igivethem mouths
Igivethem hands
Igivethem life
Sotheybreathe
Andtheywork

Whilesomelamentinsilence
Andinsilencetheirlamentationsrise
Risingtoabrim
Andflowingdown
Joiningotherlamentations
Lamentationscomingfrom otherlamentations
Nowitsariveroflamentations
Flowingendlesslyinstagnantprocessions

Sometimestheythinktheymove
Andtheyrelax
Andsinkintomoresilence
Untiltheyrealiseitisallanillusion
Anillusionofwellness
Andofproblem solved
Butagain,anepiphany
Anawarenessofwhatsilenceis
Sometimesanagreement,
Patienceorcluelessness.

Itwasafewwhowokeup
Andtheygrabbedthebullbythehorn
Rodethelifeoutofit
Theirsweatsandbloods
Theygavethem mouths
Theygavethem hands
Breathedlifeintothem
Andmadethem work.



FROM ANANGLE

Assoundcomesout
Onlythedrummerknowswhatheplays
Handsholdingtherubbersticktight
Gbagudugbagudu
Thedrum echoes
Inthecongregationoflisteners
Peoplesdiffer
Whilethedrum echoesoutmysticmessages
Onlyafewcandecode
Somenodinunderstanding
Somejuststareinamazement
Enjoyingthemselves
Andignoringthemessage

Thedrummersdishoutancientcodes
Coinedbykingdomsofold
Phrasedbydrummerswhodinedwithspirits
Nowpassedtothislostgeneration

Ikubabayeye
Isightdisrespect
Whowasyourfather?
Howdaredyousitwhilethekingwasapproaching?
Thatwasthen
Babalooksfragilenow
Afigureoftradition
Aguardianofheritage
Anoracle



AJOURNEY

Aforestonceatree
Anislandonceanisle
Cheerstothebeginningofbeginnings
Andattheendofbeginnings
Weunravelanotherbeginning

Weplantedonetree
Andthenanother
Andthenmoretrees
From astrand
Thenmorestrands
Andthenmore
Thenmore
Andmore
Andthenislands
Andforests
Andbrooms.



SAMESONGANDDANCE

Deeperthatitwasthought
Endlessdepth
Takeapeep
Youcanseeitataglance
Thentakeadive
Anditkeepsgoingdownandwithoutend
Themindofaman
Whoknowsit?
Theintentionsofasoul
Whocandecipherit?
Actionsandpurposes
Intentionsandmeans
Themindislikeastone
Onlywatercancookit
Whatiswater?
Ifnotwords
Andwhatarewords?
Ifnotspirits

Yourmind,ifyouspeakit
Ifitisofatruth
Thenyouhavepurchasedfreedom forfree
Butoflies?
Youhavealsopurchasedshacklesforfree
Freedom
Whatisgreaterthanamanishisfears
Whatisgreaterthanhisfearsishismind
Whatisgreaterthanhismindishisheart
WhatisgreaterthanhisheartishisGod



THEFUTUREISNEAR
Itroseatonce
Thenitfell.
Andthendowndown
Stillgoingdown
Down
Downmore
Andthenitstopped
Somewherebelowtheexpected

Afewdayslater,tablesturned
Thenitrose
Likeakiteflyinghigh
Andthespeedofajet
Andthestabilityofabull
Itstoodthere,bringingtheraysofhope
Likerainbowaftertherainfall

Thisisnotagame
Yettheexcitementisreal
Thisisnotamovie
Yetthereisaplotandatwistinit

Itiswhatitis
Nearisthefuture
IfNearisthefutureandthefutureishere
ThenthefutureishereandNearisit
Bringingraysofhopeforalltoachievedreams
Dreamslonglockedaway
Likeaprisonerondeathrow
Notknowingwhentobefree
Butnowfreedom ispromised
Andgiven
Realizationisareality
Near;itwasalladream.



ELECTIONSTORIES

Felasang
Writerswrote
Preacherspreached
Nothingeverchanged

Theywillstillcome
Wordsdroppingfrom theirsweetmouth
Likeamanproposingtoalady
Andaftergettingherforgettingallthepromises

Theywillstillcome
Andleavewiththevotes
Andforgetthepromises
Andcomebackafterfouryears

Ourmouthsaredry;thenationalanthem
Theirpocketsareheavy;thenationalpledge
ButtoserveNigeriawithallourstrength
Thatpartisforthecommonman

Theywillstillcome
Otherswillsing
Writerswillwriteandpreacherswillpreach
Butnothingwillchange



MUSIC

WhenIam down;
Music

Happy;
Music

Sad;
Music

Alone;
Music

Life;
Music

Love;
Music

Everything;
Music


